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May 15, 2026  

GENERAL ORDER NO. 2- McBride 

To the Officers a nd Members of the Gra nd a nd the Constituent Comma nderies of the Gra nd Comma ndery of Knights Templar of 
the State of Illinois. 

 
170th ANNUAL CONCLAVE 

The 170th Annua l Concla ve of the Gra nd Comma ndery of Knights Templa r of the Sta te of Illinois will be held in the 
City of Springfield, Illinois on Thursday, July 16, 2026. The Grand Commandery will convene at the President Abraham 
Lincoln Hotel, 701 East Adams Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701, at 8:30 A.M. for the opening session and will continue 
until business is concluded with a recess for lunch. The Election of Officers will be called for on this day at an hour to be 
set by vote of the Grand Commandry immediately after it is convened,  

HEADQUARTERS 
Hea dqua rters for the Gra nd Comma nder, the Gra nd Recorder, a nd a ll Committees will be the President Abraham Lincoln Hotel, 
701 East Adams Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701. The Credentials Committee will be open on Thursday, July 16, 2026, 
between the hours of 7:00 A.M. and 10:00 A.M. for the registration of Gra nd Comma ndery Office rs, Pa st Gra nd 
Comma nders, Co m m a n d e r s , Ge n e r,a l i s s im o s , Ca pta in Generals, Past Commanders, and all Sir Knights of 
Constituent Commanderies, Any Sir Knight holding a proxy shall present it at the time of registration. All Illinois Sir 
Knights will be required to show their current Dues Card at the time of registration. REGISTRATION WILL CLOSE 
AT 10:00 

    A.M . SHARP. 
ATTENDANCE AT CONCLAVE 

It is the duty of the Commander, Generalissimo and Captain General of each Constituent Commandery to be present at the 
Grand Conclave and such attendance is required by Section 67 of the Grand Encampment Code. Sir 
Knight Don J. Cowart, Very Eminent Deputy Grand Commander, is the Attendance Officer for this Grand 
Conclave and as such will report on attendance of all Dais Officers of Constituent Commanderies. 



PROXIES 
In the event the Comma nder, Genera lissimo a nd Ca pta in Genera l of a  Constituent Comma ndery is una ble to attend the Grand 
Commandery Conclave in person, each may appoint as their proxy, a member in good sta nding of the sa me Constitu e n t  
Comma ndery. Such proxy does not by virtue of the a ppointment become a  member of this Gra nd Comma ndery. The Gra nd  
Recorder ha s ma iled three proxy forms to ea ch Commandery, which must be filled out, signed by the officer appointing the 
proxy and bear the seal of the Commandery, and thus, the proxy should be prepared before you leave home. Note that each 
Sir Knight may cast only one ballot: a Sir Knight already entitled to a ballot may not vote more than once by virtue of being 
assigned a proxy as shown below under VOTING. The proxy must be filed with the Credentia ls Committee a t the time of 
regist ra t ion 

       
ROLL CALL 

There will be a  roll ca ll by the Gra nd Recorder of the Gra nd Representa tive s from Illino is to other Grand Jurisdictions. 
VOTING 

All Gra nd Comma ndery members in good sta nding, present in person or by proxy SHALL HAVE ONLY ONE VOTE. A 
current member of the Gra nd Comma ndery holding a  proxy for a nother member of the Gra nd Commandery shall have only 
one vote. For a Sir Knight to be eligible to vote, the Sir Knight shall be a member of at least one Constituent 
Commandery that is not in arrears in payments due to the Grand Commandery. 

UNIFORMS 
Full Templar Uniform as described in Section 477 of the Grand Commandery Statutes, including bla ck shoes, socks, 
white gloves, a nd either Cha pea u or Milita ry Style Na va l Dress Ca p with a  cla ss A uniform coa t, or a  Ca p a nd Ma ntel, 
sha ll be worn a t the convening of the Gra nd Concla ve. Swords will only be required by Gra nd Officers a nd those 
pa rticipa tin g a s escorts. Summer Uniforms a re permitted for any session after lunch. 

HOST COMMANDERY 
The Host Comma ndery for this 170th Annua l Concla ve of the Gra nd Comma ndery of Knights Templa r of the State of 
Illinois will be Urbana Commandery No. 16. Urbana Commandery No. 16, 
a nd the Concla ve Committee ha ve pla nned ma ny a ctivities for the visiting Sir Knights a nd their La dies; we hope everyone 
will ta ke a dva nta ge a nd ha ve a  memora ble time. 

HOUSING AND GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
All requests for room reserva tions must be ma de direct to the President Abra ha m Lincoln Hotel, 701 Ea st Ada ms Stre e t , 
Springfie ld , Illinois 62701, the Gra nd Comma ndery Website: www.kt-i l.o rg will ha ve a ll deta ils on how to ma ke your 
reserva tions when a va ila ble. Mea l reserva tions will a lso be ma de online a t: www.kt- il.org PLEASE INCLUD E PAYM E N T 
WITH THE FORM. ALL MEALS WILL REQUI RE A TICKET . 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
All Committee Chairman shall submit their report to the Grand Recorder, 1700 E. Washington St., Clinton, IL. 61727 

no la ter tha n JUNE 25, 2026. A Prelim ina ry Report of Proceedings will be printed. The Annual Meeting of the Illinois 
Knights Templar Home will be held on Thursday, July 16, 2026, during the Annual Conclave of the Grand 

Commandery 
GRAND SESSIONS 

This year the York Rite Sessions will again include all three bodies: The Grand Chapter, The Grand Council, and 
the Grand Commandery of Illinois. The sessions will start with the Grand Commandery on Thursday July 16th, 
followed by the Grand Chapter on Friday July 17th, and ending with the Grand Council on Saturday 18th. For 

further information about sessions and schedules go to the Grand Commandery Web-site at kt-il.org click on the 
2026 Sessions, there you will find all the information required. 

 
This Order shall be read at the head of the lines at the first Stated Conclave after its receipt and a record made in 
the Minutes. 

 
 

Sean P. McBride 
     Sean P. McBride 

               Grand Commander

http://www.kt-il.org/
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